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Now Blades are led by two ex-fuglitives, who
were exceptionelly tight ond powerful, Keith
Remirez and Steve Walkup. Keith handles the
leed guitar worK and packing yocals as Well,
while Steve takes care of the drumaing chorese
The other two Blades are Troy Bormaster-bess,
and Tommy Bernadss-rhythw guitar and lead
iy vocals. Both duys sre relatively ne¥ to the
~ ,ecene but perform like old progs.
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who tackled John, James, and Derwood as
the last chord of the last song to be a
bl end to an exciting 40 minutes of music.
SR 2 substitute for excitement when it comes
82 - ! S R T B %% live show, and for excitement there's no sub-

: o g e ? stitute for the Rat Finks. I have located a
bunch of the old 5¢ rat finks and when I get
them I'll let you know.

No slouches at excitement themselves, the
Contenders finished up the evening and blitzed
through old favorites such as "Action Town',
"Drug City", and "Little Murders' with some of
the newer songs like '"Don't Slip Up". And one
brand new one for this evening was one called
"Dangerous Eyes' which is a fast paced rendition
and a welcome relief after hearing their last
few new songs like "Seven Sons'" and "Body Frict-
ion" which were both slower songs than the usual
Contender style. But with '"Dangerous Eyes" they
have régained that old gutsy form. One thing I
hate about this band is that Mike never makes
mistakes on "Hearts of the West" like he used to
and I looked forward to that song just so I

> could hear him fuck it up. ¥aybe next time.

they hit
fitting
There's
to a

D

e SIS
)

'aaa%s

ies may go hurling across the
stage during any song. And they have achieved
a degree of technical proficiency by playing
in tune and cutting down on mistakes. But the
best thing about this evening is that Derwood
actually had on a different shirt than his us- ;
ual "Here Comes Trouble T-shirt'". T don't know ;
about the rest of the crowd, but I'm tired of
that shirt.

A major problem with this band when they
started out a few months back was that the
sound mix was off, but now you can actually hear
that little weasel's drumming and he is pretty
good I have to admit. He may be the most dis-
tinctive as his hair usually is standing straight
up on his head because he puts STP o0il treatment
in it before the gig. And I still love the way
his sister looks. Their song repertoire is now
up to about 35 songs and they have 10 originals
the newest of which is "Grow Up" which is a
chainsaw adrenalin stimulating little ditty
and two others called "Dream" and '"Don't Make
e Laugh'". "Grow Up" along with "One for Me"are
planned for a single to be recorded in the near

B VAT,
As far
be coing a single for CSI that will include"Don't
Slip Up" and a cover of the one chance Ronnie

has to do lead vocals which is "These Boots are
made for Walkin''"., The plans are up in the air
right now and if something 8oesn't materialize

future and they will be out on F/S records if
details can be worked out, but look for a record
shortly. I wish they would record "Life in

Fast Germany' because that's my personal favor-
ite, but who listens to me anyway. All I get is
kicked shins and bruised arms anyway so forget
it. They are planning to do 5 songs in the stu-
dio so maybe they'll sneak it in.

Out of the covers they do they are down to 3
Clash tunes which is a relief because I'm sick
of hearing them, and the best cover they do is
"Killer Queers' about getting a blow job which
is by a band called the Controllers from the
west coast. It takes time to get to the point
where you can do mostly originals and after a
few months they have 10 which isn't too bad.
They could sit down and write trash just to fill
up the songlist, but each new song is better,
than the one before and is a classic so be
patiente.

The set went well and was the best I've seen
them to date, and at the end of the set the band
was assaulted by three members of the audience

A

real soon then they will do one independently.
But either way, something will be recorded very
soon, so watch out.

They played a relatively short set because it
wvas a week night, and it's a very good idea. 1In
the future all gigs during the week will start
no later than 10pm and will end around lam so
that all working people and all school goers
will be able to get out and enjoy the music and
still be able to get in early enough to function
early the next morning. The gigs may start be-
fore 10pm at maybe around 9pm so be sure to get
the right time it all starts from the flyers
because there will be no more late starts- if
the first band is late, they won't play. It's
got to be that way because nobody wants to stay
out to 2:30 or 3:00 on a weeknight.

who pla o in thany t6 avep
all posgiblsnd most of 513 toyggs ¥ho came ang
better, * let's hope th Who made 4t

One is eyep



After the Normals played their first set I
took my trusty tape record§r around tg askl .,
the crowd "What did you think of the Formals
and the following quotes resultgd. Al} th
responses are typed so don't Fhlnk I picke
out the ones I liked or anythinge. The names
of the people are listed at the end and try
to match the number of the quote to the let-
ter of the name and don't line your bird

th ¥/S 5 or you won't be able to check

1t

cage wi

“1) They were all right. They weren't quite
as good as they used to be, but they were

pretty good and I enjoyed themand T1'll prob-
ably enjoy them for the second set.

Yﬁ;t is this-hotshot interview time?

ked them.

2 O
Te I"ve never seen the before, but
they made a very good first impression. Some

of the songs were a little bit_slo¥.._ -
“p e W B E B R e N R T "y e e e B R
= tD-Are vgu-recordiﬁé tnis?” T thought they
Lt e o 2 %000 0 0 808U "o o i ngo0
L ?i‘%'fhajfku_cﬁ.ﬂf-,.-?,-?,-Z-a'a'o PSR
5) Ah well, I don't know. I'm speechless.
Speechless because it was bad. It was terr-

i like their new

T 2)
--

)

AR

SRR X
6) They're all right

*7%:Y§%y were pretty good. It'§ got really
a new sound- they've changed posltlgn on
{ike Bun comes close to Chris' har-

e rea . N ——
monies. Thpy bout the sang FEAasz~Ida,
8) Turn it off first. I thought they were
real commercial. I think they }ost their .
power but they gained a commercial aspect an

they're gearing towards the radio.

9) I thought the were OK, a little slow, a
little commercial.

10) I didn't see 'em. I locked my keys in
my cars. I'm really sorry David, Charlie,

whatever. «««? ({174

&ﬁﬁg(ﬂhg thg»%ucﬁ you stole the tuner? but we
got it back. I thought they were fucking

great man (laughter)

stagée.
moniese.
-

12) I didn't think.
They're all right. I liked thems,

13) Huh?
eveg"aL0 e eese
43 They sounded
FHES &

They sounded great man. They sounded
good, not as good as the Rat *inks, but I

didn't hear them.

. _4--....‘.'..:0....
02000 %, a0 0

£00 top-L0. o

1

16) They're not as good as they used to be.
17) A little less spectacular than a lot of

people would h d

d R e

Sucke
1 thought they sucked. They looked like

19)

\\\

& 5, v Lt 15 4 #
they were wo;klhg and didn't enjoy the piss
out of it. (This person asked to have it said
that they liked the second set much better,
so I aim to please).

20) Is that thing running? Should I speak
the truth or should I speak with forked ton-

s

ue? T thought they were

21) Too slow. ™ay too slow.

22) Very Yormal. They've slowed down a lot

since they've been away.

23) They've Played their second set already?
24) They were OX.  They've been to NY too
long. They think they're hot stuff NOWe

25) They were all right, but something's
lacking still. It's like a really empty sound

TN
26) Sounded like sh

27) They were a 1i
; ittle more rambunctji
before and it seems like jt'g been ;tiggfl
e

trimmed UP. Seenmed
. fa
complaining. ster before. I'm not

it.

28) The new Normals or the old Normals? It's
very interesting, it's been a while since
we've seen 'em and I'd like to hear the old
tunes. There is a definite difference though
and there's something lacking.

g) : -
sgiﬁdIothlnk ¥e're getting ripped. The
good, but five dollars...(just thgnk

what it would have .
™ be 5
$7.50 as original ;o LT they'd charged the

1y planned-ed.)
e //[{1/72///////7111///”/////Ilmmmmmmmm.......A
5tint in La Y Played a three week

an Halen. Thej
smith, T can'teé;lisgesst

31) They were fine. They lost their punch.
I think the Normals are dead.

Persons approached: _A) Crazy Mike, B) Dee
Irwin, _C) Brad Contender, D) Darius, E) JB,
¥) Nancy, _G) ¥ish, H) Christy, I) 3obby B,
_J) Dave Sex Dog, K) Tom Star Trek, 1) Val,
M) Joanie, _N) Carpethead, 0) Laurie,

_P) George the tax, 2) Jeff Rat Fink,

R) Barry Youth, _S) Gail, T) Derwood Rat
Tink, _U) Rockin' Rick, V) David, W) Mary C,
_X) tiike Contender, _Y) Rickie P, Z) Lane,

AA) Craig, _BB) John Rat ¥ink, CC) Lydia,
_DD) unidentified voice, EZ) David 0.

Try to match em up with number of quote to

letter of person and be sure to look for the
answer next issue.
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John Cale had just played his first night at
McCabes, a small guitar shop in west LA, and
was in a very good mood when he was accosted
and asked for an interview that night by your
humble reporter. By the next day, when I got
there to talk to him, this euphoric state had
worn off. However, he was still quite the
gentleman, even if he didn't really feel like
talking and the air conditioner was making his
nose run. Hilladdin (H) asks the questions and
Cale (7) answers.

H: “hy are you playing .cCabes?

C: It's a chance to do some acoustic and sclo
stuff- alot of our numbers can't be done
with a band. Tt's something that has been
going on in NY and Yashington for a while.
There they call them performance arts.
There's the Kitchen,in ashington there's
D Space, ‘and people go there and they per-
form pieces. -They don't necessarily have
to be music- sometimes it's theatre. Also
like this T get a chance to improvise a bit
more than T usually do and I do some of the
songs I don't do with the band like "Zhilds
X-ilas in “"ales".

E: Do you prefer a situation like this to the
crowd of touring?

C: It's good to flex your muscles in this kind
of situation, as it's totally different-
when you have a band, the focus of attent-
ion is diffused to all the different mem-
bers-there's a lot to look ate. “hen you're
on your own, you gotta keep on your toes
all the time.

H: "hat are you doing after tonight? Are you

playing any more glgs°

o: I'm going back to “ew York tonight, start
rehearsals and go on tour, so I'll be back
soon enough. The fun of TA is finding the
highest mountain, climbing it and trying
to find the city under the smog. Phoenix
is worse thoughe.

W: Is most of what you do improvised? FEvery-

time I1've seen you DPlay something, it's

been quite dlrferent from the time before.

1t's,gotta ba different otherwise you'd to

futss, . M'm nojt. a Swiss watchmaker-1 can't

(&}

do the same thlng over again. A lot of bands can fall into a rut where if
you've seen m once, you don't need to 0 go back-T1 was afraid of doing that
last nlght since we were doing so many old songs. The blues song is a new
one thoughhﬁgéjﬁéElagagﬂff up.LAEfgigd T did that oqu_EfiffpevOQu very

spontaneous- = didn't even know that Lvers(Peter Ivers, harmonica player,
WElggimgn and friend of Zale's) was there. David (a guy who works where he
played got turnedlnto fale's accompanist) and 1 figured it out. e found
this thing up here (po*nt 1ng to a very odd four string ancient in strument)
and thoggggﬁggigitaxe it down with us. “hen we vot down there we heard this

5runt1nv noise on the side of the stage (lauvhv\ and I flﬁured-lt had to be
Teter.

B T

noticed when you played the "hiskey therewés a high intensity level in
‘the air- last night you were much more relaxed. Tt was some change. _
%: Yeah, well I llke the intensity more thanthe relaxed stuff. = don't like
this...Rod !ic¥ “uen school of performlng shlf where you light a4c1garette and
chat with the audiénce. really like _the energy bit. 4lot of bands come
iutnznd “liy well, but they're just...going thru the moticons.

you feel it's more Intense in Tng posed to the "lai
back'” “alifornia atmosphere? RSN OF BTk east opposed T fRe “latd
7: Sure. There's a Tot less room over there. The basic deference is that in
- gland they don't get a willion dollars toc do an album like Wer“aps the
~agles do. T feelt that it's a very sensable ap“roach to recordlﬂn, to do it
on a :hoeﬁtrlng budget and they're starting to learn the value of a shoestring
budget here. hen a popular band like leet"ood ac(Yeech'- il) Comes
album— Shlt, it's gonna cost 115,452, sc T said “YouQBgffEF‘géve

T < 4 et
money out of the maryetagnd fug
Have any nmoney tg_?ﬁend on othpr t
“he only rbccrds tqat are

we zot f‘our'.'r‘hey're scnna talke so much

Dr ﬁecble s hands that_they—are not eccnna
or ¢ 3 fer.

Fa

d z2re those « labels.
y to compete with the major

' Acd, you uced to 2e

"ettln-

able to buy a FBE:Ti

: en records wcre Tet's
n e ot T ‘ .
ne _,grtnrnu the 7T selan!

icult te say. CSomebody came U3 to mé last night and rave

me Pe ang were really something-they were V
i3] -

- «f what comes up?
yhody new for your °py lab
“we're in a pipeline n

vether and T've wof to tour : araln in the -
0o B e S

do it-T1'11 do it. There's a bamLc;tlled Lhe he in

Mico's been having difficulties wits 1

o she 1s spending most ot her time running downto the in

. " heard you just signed the Dils to Spy.

o, not vet out we're going to go ahead and try.

hat do you think of "new wave" and punk? ~

e ell, T think most of it is becoming a thing of thP.PaSt rapidly. I mean,

thgre s still a few bands coming out of Britain...-"asnion, well there's

'fashion, and then there was Uh...Sesistance. Resistance has got a Songggéi1ed
idnapped” that's really good but it's got nothing to do with new wave or

‘punk rock. It seems like all of a sudden Deople are starting to write music

aﬁaln “mood d music, not like “wall of noise".

“hat do you think of the IS label releaslny your Stufte

Iz, and T wanna dc
vratlur at the moment

*ratlon.

~

T: 7ell they haven't released anyfhlnrr yet They are gOLng to though. I'll

§€E test pre ngs soon Tand it'll take time for the artwork to go throughe...
l: Do you think IRS will be succescful_ﬁgﬁg—“‘

TZ: If they're no areful, yeah. I would imagine with all the quantity of
stuff out there tqey may have a hard time educating the peo“le thouvh vou

can Tt tell the wood from the trees.

'hat happened to you with Island records?

n: They got very paranoid. They opened uDd their ‘American offices and
distribution label and they really took the bull by thehorns. They decided
to do it themselves 3 1nstead of zoing through another already exlstant network,
and they lost a lot of money trying to do that, and while that wasgolng on
their sales percentage in the record market in ¥ngland declined, and they
immediately got very paranoid and started dropﬁlnd people then—well at least
! ?ot 3 albums out on one label.

U: You used to be a staff producer for “arner Brothers. ‘“hy did you leave

that?




v: vell, you've fot to leave time. VYou know,like when you've donc a lot of albums, and you've sot 2 lot of sonrs-you can't
Jurt make an album in the batnrocm and just stick it out on the maret and expect the thing to sell, you've fot to 7o outl
there and promote them. Tt's a bad nosition tc be in. being sizned to a record company as an artist and to be nn the stuff
as well. "ause if you're really good as a staff producer, it doesn't necessarily helo you asan artist, and if you're good
as an artist, it doesn't help you as a Eroducer on staff.Aind if you don't sell as an artist,'thenrit‘s really detrimental
to you as a staff producer. VYou've ot to keep the two things separate. “he only way to do it isto have your own label.
"hen you 4o a producing job, do you pickand chcose the musicians:

Tt's kinda triangular- yéu, the record co. and the band. Sometimes. the reccrd co.asks you if you'd like to do it, so you

]listen to thne band andé if you hate 'em yousay '"no!", if you like them-"yes'. Sometimes you can et tcgether with a band
‘and find you hate each other...it's something ycu have to rk out between therconsenting parties.
70 you work spentaneously in the studio,with musicians like Halsall and “hrie “pedding, is it all laid cut for them, or

dc they Just go in and do ittt .

“ell we rot new ~uys on the live album-they're zood-but we had to change our bass olaver. e had this nasty habit of wreck-

ias hotel rooms. T could just imagine beins in the middle ¢ a tour and him being thrown in jail and me being fucked for the

rest of the -tour.

e were tallking about studio musicianes. .

~: ©h yeah- well, Spedding for one, is just oneof those guys you don't have tc tell whatto do. 'n fact, now I don't thini he'll
lct you tell him anymore-no, that's rcttrue, "'- Just . You znow the pecdle and you don't have to tell them what to
do- you Jjust plur 'em in and press4racord{7.?hey're just themselves really, you're going to get who you hire...you zet
3rian “no if you want, not eather Teport.Cllie's great toc. e used to play with us in w York. 1t was fun.

. Yoy said you would be tcuring in Cctober, is it zoing to be like this or are you going to work wilh arband?

ading

~. Just with a band. 7 won't be doingz any morc dates like this during that period. LEte li;g, a national tour-playinrg cne day
and drivine the nevt.
. 'here will you take you music in the future?
v - _ N 5 5 A o T (3 ink St i 5 ; .
"'ve rot a whole bunch of sonss to record now, don't think it's iéth ape ﬂeﬁc'sarlly paramilitary themes any morg thouch.

Now that punk rock has become so popular and rules the up ancé coming young pun& bands from the

airwaves in America especially here in New Crleans, I although at the moment T can't remember which one they
should have expected it. (After punk rock was selected were. “eedless to say, . was waiting for the Ralphs, a
by the People's "hoice Awards as TH™ music of the 80's /" band 1 had heard so much about. “her the moment of truth
there hars been no stopping its rise in popularity.) came | was prevared for anything and yet the Ralphs were
Still 7 was surprised to find that America's new premiere still more than 7 had bargained for. The drummer banged
punk band The “alrhe were playing in T.ouisiana. And yet away at his drums as if he were a human machine gun.
there it was in black and white in the punk section of The bass player kept right ug with him providing a

the Times Ficayunne. '"The Ralphs in their Touisiana steady back zround for the rest of the band. The two
vremiere for one night only at the new punk club in ruitarists were not only exceptionally fast, but both
‘'orco- ‘'he Tipeline!!! Tn small print the admission vere masters of their craft. "“hat a punk band they were,
price was given-“6.50(¥rices have risen so high for any- they radiated punkness. The singer was a crazed maniac
thinz connected with music that 7 suspect the music in- whcvif he slowed deown long engugﬂ would be put in a
cdustry has beccme goverment controlled). Well, as you ht jacket. 21l other compliments are useless, that
can imnagine ! was jumping with excitement, not only were is the type of band the “alphs are. The only low point
the Ralphs coming to Iouisiana, but to my hometown, of the.evening was the asshole who after every song would
‘crco. The ni-ht of the snow we vere all ready to go, we scream at fuli volume into my ear sc that 1 am deaf for a
nad our creote, our picture TT'e and our “Ivitars, and few daye. Other than that 7 recommend highly that you
fad practice? loosinz cool with 100 punx tuttons on all see this band when they play in your town. Those in New
afternoon. nen we arrived the rlace was pacrsec with (rleans should get out nore sften to the Pipeline, if
all the old regulare and the newer crowd who only rec- only as a change of pace to the many run of the mill punk
ently posced on the bandwagon. (They were easily ident- plaEes in N.C. “Word of warning however, when traveling
ified becauce they were still spittingl. 4is with other through Norco to the club, don't let the Shell strikers
local punk clubs the Fipeline is doing a bocming business. think you're roing to the Shell refinery or you may never
e edred our vay throurh the hu-r dance floor and gratbed ¥ tripuback to town. FRAVKIE

come seats. "he coenins act was one of- the rundreds of

.
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ThlB 1nterview yas dorie “by Wlld Do .Haga ing- f{om\Houstnn

back".in. Texas : and r am. using yaxts of 1t for alk you- N.O, g
_people: whp vould be’deprived of reading this indanity: ainca
I didn't have:a chance to- ‘talk to*them after their gigs.:.

< atiJed's simply- beaAUse I 'fargot to tring: my ‘tape. player‘
’ with me.” Well here goes nothlng .as-Wild Dog's. roaving-:
reporter ‘chats’ thh qulet man-about- to’n Jerry, ‘the VOcaliEt
for Legionaire 5 Dlsease......'ja 3 .

Sure. man. - Yeah, it's no—probﬂq@ _{t' problem for tham
getting in here, but t's no broblem for us. . It depends
“.qu ho#- tuch- ‘Press we- get: they might raise a'stink but .1
:doubt it. They' re pretty Xibe l-over there.‘
Q:. In, England? : i

3" Yeah, they give away he
‘15 thinkihg "positivem
) Paradise Islamd. punk?-
: Yeah; just the thougﬂt centnatién will get it doha,
“ it really will. ¥f we. ﬁon LE s gi%e a shit, there's no
‘telling what 'ould happeff.” But we give a shit, we keep
_thinking poaitive, we know we can .get everything. We know
we can play anyyhere 'we ‘wanna play, do. anything we want...
I've played everywhere I've: wantéd to play-Opera Housé,
fCBGB s, Max's-i't 'was no s'eht., Cos .we know our product,
;. Phil Hix complalned that your band playa .the same aet over
and OVEr. 3
Well, we- have{ but the same set 16 .bretty, good. We got 11
o orlginal tunes and one copy tuné we do in eur set .Some-

- times if the.crowd.is -real loose we'll go ahqad ‘and do. a
few Pistols and- stuff- cos. théy Iiké the tunes. : You know 2
“our songs- there. .ain't a .weak' one in the’ banch, all of them
‘are really: killer. -I.den't. kno' 'hat ‘Rlig gripe is. . Every-
; - thing we do is positive., Ye've never had anybodys hurt. at
rany of.our ‘shows’ except us.: Norman (bass). got stabbed.
hat’ was. because of.a- combinabion of a‘lot of things- :
: negatlvity in the club.ovwners,, and negativity in us when 5
we were:-down ‘there (Austin, Dec: '78). ’
How did’ that‘ happer= on stage? ... J
No, it mwas alter the show. - Ydu_ know thas after aur shows
t: gets: pretty...Everybody just kinda-,yqu know, man-we . .
ake, 1. real,:anq man, atter ‘the muq}c -stope, everybody's
just kinda there, and - they vg.been ;zapped. pretty Btrong,
and- they've been. feeling a lot 6f energy, I feel it is
: Tike ﬂeprogramming in-a way. . Tt makeés people not give ‘a
.L.JJS‘EAg.bogoqooQO. _c_.Ao.r_ '° P shit ‘about life bacausg life aih‘t nbthin‘
Q: How come, at Steamboat Springs you didn‘t cra‘} in th iﬁ;ha:e'iigwytﬁathiiﬁé

TV or use a sheepskin? ;
A: I didn't have a TV. I had a sheepskln.' hHerets: -something ‘elses

) fou kno'.‘
thfnking bhaﬁ Phil Hix will koep

You _know, we kno'

g0 got naked, that's fretty good. s Do you have. any. goals, &ny;p‘ng you vant to do by being in -
) ' - gLona&re B Diﬂeasa° st
Q: in;:srgglng to ask you why you didn't expose ydursel ianna—all we ‘wanna do, man is make enough money

80" that We- can go-anywhere in:the horld we wanna 80, buy

p any drugs-we wyant. at .any. time...

Q ~But ‘do you think that you wan't to have any* responsibility
toiard your’ aud1ence° Liko, are . you trying ‘to turn them on

"t 'someéthing? . : . .

Yeah ‘1 dos : I'm trying 10 'ake em up to- life ain't nothin

A: Cos, amn, there's other people 1nvolved in'the'band “wh
want it to continue- cos we .can't keep doﬁng lhOIS a4
don't do continuous shows. The only reason I° aln‘t
naked and flashin' em all the . time-.T shook my 4 ck
White House- They saw plenty of flesh at: the L;ncoln Me
orial on July 4th. " S

. e e “And - llfe is really a,dream like a movie show that you can
Q:, What were you in Washingtom, DC fO5? . - ¢ . - watohs By =2
ol : : d

A: For the July 4th Yippie! Smoke-if. the Yipples ar's IUll W ptogr;mmed?f{bg'z Sr;;:;ngé ::gpyzz tgo:aa:?:thﬁeopli & 8

of shit, too. They cangelled" us cos of our Nazi tlag— 5 that thay won't let life get fo:eq i Prening so
Q xiywireysﬁaﬁiniet?ﬁeNiﬁiif%ii;‘ - g 7 s What were’you, daihg before  punk :rock?

; 9 2 ; : ) TAx Sell . i

A: Just to see what 1t'1l do-4.And, it daes a iot- thay get 5w elling LSD and plmplng T had at one ‘time about four

-pissed. And that! s'not .su¢h a’ bad thlng sometimes, ..In-
WashingtonDC .there's fifty US Marshalls lined: “upy that'
Nazis. And. we're trying to shake ‘it in’their face to shq"
em what's happening. Sometimes they don‘t underltand but-
it don't matter- they are asleep. |

Q: You told me, once bpfore “that you are an ex—junkle and ex—
con. Would you tell us about t:ha\t:'7

A: OK. 1.did five and a hglf yeaxrs'in prison ror burglary
and marijuana. First of all marljuan&, ‘then; I learned

about everything else. J

How much gid you ‘get .for marijuana”_

A ten year seritence. % | _ i e

Did you get paroled? .

Yeah, after five and a half yeats- HeeHaﬁ

How'd you keep on parole with your wild llfestyle?

Well, I ‘told them I was gonna go to school and so I was

getting money ofif the government- $270 bucks a month., I

didn't have to work. I'went to school, you know, I told

them I went to school. ‘I fucked them out of about 5-600

bucks. Cos I quit schobl in two months apd they didnt

even know. It was all BS.

Q: I can't think of the millions of questions I want to ask

" you...just ta lk.

A: A1l T know is, itsdon't mean shit cos they are buying this
in NY City, they love us in San Francisco...we ere not a'

. local band. ’ s,

Q: How are you going to get to England? 1

A: Well, there's been qlready people approach us 'anting to
take us to England. °* ’

Q: Can you get into England with a criminal record? /

N
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d ily, have a house. They're the ones crazy. Cos they don't

A: Well, we worked with the biggest madam in town. It was know what's happening. I understand it now, and I can get
all paid off, kinda, it was all safe and like, you know, I this across and make it bellevable cos I can show people.
was just keeping everybody happy. Everybody just likes to I'm trying to show poeple that they can do anything they
be around me cos I'm s0 up. want. All of a sudden I decided, I'll shwo ya'll. I told

Q: Right. everybody exactly what I was gonna do. I'm going to have a

A: We had a good time, and we had all the drugs we wanted. hot rock n roll band, one of the hottest in the US 1It's
As a matter of fact, it was hard to get into music because going to make a lot of money...
of that. I was selling LSD too. Q: I'm amazed at how successful ya'll are, because of what you

Q: Do you do a lot of acid now? : do play. You're an eccentric band.

A: Yeah. A: It's only because we're so positive.

Q: Do you do it on stage? Q: And all the publicity from the things you've done. Ex-

A: Yeah, almost every time. posing yourself at Houlihan's was one of the great moments

Q: What do you think? Are you crazy? Are you sane? - in Houston punk.

A: Well, no, I'm not crazy at all. I know exactly what's A: My best moment was pulling my dick out in Washington DC
going on. Everybody else is kinda programmed and asleep. saying "Picture Jimmy Carter jacking off"

I mean, they think they have to be in certain roles like, Q: Thanks a lot, Jerry.
you know, the American dream, this and that. Raise a fam- A: Hee Haw.
e—— i

It is but a short walk from New York's Canal -St. into a
‘nether world between the Hudson “iver an what must surely
be the asshole to nowhere...factories, warehouses, piles
a trash an rubble...if ya got killed over here they'd
never find your bodya..

Tt's the 27th of December an although it's unseasonably
warm for this time a year, fact is it's freezin ccld. So
I'm standin round outside a dis place called l'eat, rite?
Anyhow, the reason I'm here is to see a band called %Gang
“ar. Ya can read that: Johnny Thunders. !Ye was once in
a band called Dolls. Also, the Yeartbreakers. Also, the
Living Dead. Johnny plays guitar. I!'e is one a my all-
time heros....ayne *ramer plays guitar in Gang Ylar, too.
He was once in a band called the }£S. So it's cold as
that proverbial sorceress' mammary an the kids are stand-
in round shiverin an gettin loaded. Tinally bout two
days after the show is sposed to start, they open the
doors an they even got a kerosene heater inside the door
so ya can thaw out yer hands so ya can zet yer money out
an all. Tt cost eight bucks, but ya get to see three
bands: the Scruffs, Richard "loyd, and 5ang “ar.

The Scruffs are finishin their sound check as T get in
an then there's bout an hour wait for the show to start.
Then the Scruffs come back out. They aren't bad at all.
eal strong pov. ike “aspberrics with balls. I thought
hey were from 'iemphig cause bout three years agc they
ut out an album that was {ecorded at Ardent (“anna 'eet

In a continuing culture exchange with our neighbor,
Houston, the Hates have infiltrated the Y.r. record
market with their independently produced *I* on Taceless
records. 'ead by “hristian Arnheiter who is the pleasant

é looking individual in the middle of the picture you see
) in-front of you, the Hates are one of the must popular
{ bands on the ‘Youston front these days but the problemn
) is that the band may be breaking up for one reason or
)

another. fne reason is that he gets beat up trying to
put up flyers for gigs, but that's another story in it-
self. But that has not yet happened and they are still
together as of this writing, and for a small piece of
history why don't you gO down to your one stop punk shop
Teisure Tl.anding and pick up a copy of this record be-
cause it's very good. It is produced like you'd expect
an independent record to be produced- it's noisy and a
little flat sounding, but the songs. are zood -enough to
tear your mind away from the quality of the sound and to
get you dancin' with the headphones on (1 say headphones
because I'm trying to get used to them because the
suburban office of Winal Solution is moving to an apart-
ment in a few weeks and the usual noise level will have
to be reduced, oh well...)

vicking off side one is a yuiet little tune called "o
ralk in the '80's" which is a #great sentiment to write a

song about. The songs are as fast as anything the Pamones a
ever did (well, almost anything) but they lack the studio 'y
excellence that they have achieved. 3ut who cares about l.u
studio excellence when you deal in punk rock anyway, risht? ';
The other three tunes aren't gquite the nerve-grabbers that '.l
 the one alluded to above is, but they are tipht little ul
" energy nugoets for your needle to blitz through. "All ot
the “hite's are 7oing ''egro" is the same sentiment echoed ;ﬁ
by the ivengers who did ""hite Yigger" on their latest ;ﬂ
-7 which is a killer in its own right. '"New Spartans" LHI
and "!last Hymn'" round out the four songs on this present- Ln.
ation, and be sure to ret yours assuming there are any bl&
left for you dumb wastes of human flesh out there who h.n'
didn't get one in the first place. [ will try to get p%"

e bA mmanm ta ".C_ i they are still together



the Scruffs? on Fowerplay ZRecords), but they may not be an a black T-shirt with the necx ripped out an 1! 6ez
from there at all. T du Anyway it's a good record}i "The Italian Stallion" on it an when he taxes off his

r 11 uround, but apgarently coat, he'z zot those little leotard arm-things on with
iy in ew York for sone time. the little stains where the btlood's soaked thru... The
- line- rest a the band ain't rnuch to loo% at (the bass-player
up. fo they do a bunch a stuff like "?reax the Ice'" from looks like a refugee from the Trish "overs er some such
the album an then tney do "Teenage ~irls" which came out wholesome outfit), but they sound great an do the job ;

bout a year ago on a L9 ‘icwerplay, ¥F 1957). It wac the providin a stronz backur unit. These zuys don't let up

nn
had no idea they were =t
they've been playin regula
fhey sot the usual tvo itars, a bass, an drunms

i_gide, but it's one a those archetypal cer-radic songs fer a minute. Tlext, they do "Areat Tig Uice" an sone
that nobody ever heard it cept me an some fat fifteen real neat lookin little girl comes out‘an she may or may
yvear-old frow “es [ olnes with terminal zits...inyhow, by not a been Patty Palladin cause I dunno what I'® looks like
the time they clecar out, ya ficure if the oyenin band is an I was severely impaired an missed the introductio; '
this -wod, it could set to be a pretty hot nite... then Yramer takes the wheel an does his version a :Thé..
‘lext wy is the Richard "Toyd uintet. 2ichard 'loycd FFarder They Zome'" an a coupla other things. hen thrat's
an his bacs player, "red¢ ritn, were in a band called over, Johnny's back with "Personality Cr{sis”...reai nice
“elevision. “ow elevision in their yrime (circa the yeah, an then a real neat surprise: "I'd !'uch Qather-%e :
Flent T, ™ ariust ‘son'Y were really somethin...?ichard “ith the Boys" (an o0ld chestnut by Andrew Cldham an Ve;f>
Well wae crnew 14 “elev’slon s e Yarlaine.  Nced we Just when it's gettin so toush I dunno if ! can stand no
“robanly, but there's not nuff room here. <o more, they hit ya with "I'll %o ZTrazy" an I'm on overload-
ke ~lcry days a the recent sast- check it out T can't take no more- stop it! Johany's just singin- no
cn yer own time. Fasic tc the bresent. Richard iloyd an guitar. Tsually T dislike that kinda "Star time" type
his band t on a real fine show. Icstly the TE ("Al- routine, but this man can do no wrongz...James Srown ;lwayg
cheny") plus mebbe one or two cthcrs.. "“he band has a killed me, anyhow, an Johnny doin JB was just too much...i
real neat spund. #ig chords. B ttersvweet pop songs felt like crying, it was so tough...T7 think 7 left out a
that have thic piant surging energy that just kinda sweeps coupla tunes but that's the jist of it. So they get off
¥Ou away. now what ! tean? Pichard Tloyd's voice does an the kids are soin wild so they come back an tear into
Sot sound as sood live as on the record, but the emotion- this Nolls-type topical raveup where the only words 1 can
al pover a well. 1loyd never distinguish are: "Ayatollah, ayatollah!" hollered over an

over-it's great. After they do that for a while, they

o

music carries it real

o

. 1 I n ; A
split again an the crowd goes nuts all over again, an a

ion Verlane did in Television, but he's

#5t the att
dork in “reem {(never heard of

rretty damn -
that macazine-cd.) describes his suitar playin as "a course they come back out again an now they launch into
X LB E ) i a real wild version a '"Reelin an 7 in" - a
spa?th.CFOSS between Neil Youny and David Fyrne...like den somebodv comes flyin outa th 'Oétln an all of a sud-
frail birds with their necxs snapred, | el Clow wearin blac! Vi g e rite side a the .stage
J . wearin a ack leather jacket an the voice 1s instantly

I dunno bout that, but, like 1 s&i e Ho fter recosnisable but i
. S : snis I L ! i
gfﬁr:ity intense set? ;1chard and ' boye take jumps inna air an T ?;i;hbf%ﬁ81§n$;'diie S?t?i ?igu?d Ak
. i o : _ : k Tta g senltts oy!
S yeZO\QWE iref“altlﬂ on the n?-"/PVTJt- _ lim an Thunders an “ramer all on one stage! Freégy t
§, spor s 'ans,_everybody nere kaows who dat is, Pretty neat. 3y now, tne band is bes PJ A ?ea :
Ehe Ttalian Stallion hisself: ‘istuh Joknay Thunders an crazed an this ¢ T has iy iy i s
Gang ‘ar! They hit the boards an the crowd goas wild... i g L event has already been certified fne A
the “est Things T Tver Seen in my “hole life. An then

Wayne Framer blasts out his old anthem froa the days a
the MZ5, "Ramblin Pose". an it still sounds tourh:
“ramer looks a little older an a little meaner minus alla
dat hair an the mustache, an althoush he still plays a

tin 0q a couch, ratchin my breath an

it's over an l'm
i th black spikey hair an vig black

this little
leather boots sits down an she's tellin me bout somethin

mean guitar, it was obvious whose show it was an who the or another an next thing I know, I'm layin on the floor on
fanatics had come out to see. Johnny'd been in the back- my. back an a guy is shakin my foot sayin 'Are you COKT"
ground layin low while ¥ramer cranked out his theme, but an people are sweepin up around me... I find my way.5Ut_
now he's rite out front an they rear into "lLondon Poy" side an the cold air knocks into ya like a big steel

an it ;ounds g;eat. Johnny locks pretty healthy, too. fist somin outa the nite...winds slashin up cata pitch

Fis hair's a little longer an he's zot a tlue thing tied black alleys between burnt out factories aﬁ warehouses
around his head an a nazi armband an a2 lite blue jacket Gang Tar's over. an the walkin wounded stagger home thré;éh

the rubblessssssss SKOL-

Ye got such a pood response from the button ad last
month that we are running another one this month, 07
To repeat the prices- it ie 75+ per butten for as many
as your little heart desires and if you want a custom
button just cut out any picture that is 2! inches in
diameter and we can crank out your own individual
design for you. “‘ail all orders to the suburban office
of F/S and await your order for a few weeks before you
write wondering where your buttons are. "isted below
are a few of the different designs we have worked up

for your button pleasure@sesesecece

“Yould yéﬁ‘li&éwéo see the Sex Pistols, Clash, S;ouxsie,
on your TV or a friend's TV? Well it's possible.
Simple- we have found a

d there will be three copies

g etc.

d How can I see it you may aske.

f video tape of such classics an
made one of which I will have, one is for a staff member,
and the third is for a future staff member sO if you know
any of the three just be nice to them and you may share

din the excitement _

Normals, Normals "Vacation is for You", Yiller !usic,
Joe Strummer, ' ick Jones, 3-52's album shot, “ezillos on
Ty, Billy Tdol, "otten with mike chord, Rotten (face
shot), Rotten on stage at 109 club, Tlvis Tostello,
Rlondie- leopardskin shirt, Vibrators, Jam, Search and
Destroy, Johnny “amone, Joey ~amone, ~lash alley shot,
~lash action shot, 999 logo, Steve Jones- destroy -
shirt, RPamones group shot, Rotten w/logo, Avengers,
Devo, Iggy, Terms, Siouxsie, Adverts, Y-Ray Spex, “ary
Numan, Jurkers, nesidents, fat Tinks, Contenders, aid
vicious w/bloody body, “helsea, your favorite scene from
Uplidays in the Sun picture sleeve, "aptain “ensiblc,
®inal Solution logo, and lots more. Tf it's not listed,
just write anyway and we can make you up whatever you
want and don't forget...it's your chest you gotta wear
it on so don't get a cheap imitation.

quipment? Call

Looking for some inexpensive used PA e
™ carlos Boll at L454-0719 and get sowe;r

o T e T
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f the Dickies T-shirts made up and

s with light blue picture just like
Cost is roughly %6 so send in your

ffices of F/S right away because
t's too late. Hurry! 1 2

PR

2

wWe're getting Dawn O
they will be red shirt
the back of the album.
dough to the suburban O
once we place the order i

i id}

HELP!!! The Final Solution needs help in <eeping up

the trends here in New Orlegang and if you feel like writing

an article on a new band you just saw or an old band that yc
have just seen again and were impressed by or anything else
that crosses your 1ittle brain just jot down these nerve :
OF THE FINAL SOLUTION FOR ONLY | impulses and send them in to the suburban offices of +/S alo
#3.00+GET A FREE BUTTOV WITH with any .gictlures that you may have (black and white only) sc
4 SUBSCRIPTION, T-SHIRTS OF %2, Pl it 2o B0 S e i i e
g credit. ‘e are trying to 1m e is rag and m

égS%%&OA(,/j,Z]Tg%'ZO //VCLUD/NS you can be a welcome additlon,_ﬂgg_’_t_g&lllgxpeict to be
TAMES DR MET/‘}/M/‘/?M swamped by letters because this city is a perfect case of
MIITRES W] S ST apathet;c slobs who don't support anything and that's wh

R S RN Yt ona+ NN

T THE NEW ORLEANS MAGAZINE W
AN ANSWER TO MUSICAL BOREDOM

GET THE NEXT % ISSUES

the




S STHE WHISKEY A GO GO

s first Stiff

since. I heard hi
when he came to

I've liked Fric
single, and was pissed as hell
the US in '78 and only played in NngYRrk, SS

. e 2

ol = PR T R T R,

boy was 1 thrilled when I heard he was

‘play LA. erly registering to get
A

'paraphanaliéiffam Fric's "Girls in the nude

A R A ——
‘uple of my compadres, We

gonna

foot phenomenon from

got all set to see this

dfﬁéland, brought to us by good old Stiff.
FTirst off, this guy was very perceptive when
he decided to call himself "wreckless''- he
really is! VNothing much went right, mikes
were going out, he broke a string on his
guitar and hadn't another one to put on so he
just waited a while till someone borrowed a
string from god knows who and restrung his
guitar (for about three songs, he played "air"
just like we see all kinds of hippies doing in
the aisles at a "Rock n Roll"i.e. Zeppelin and
bitchin' boogie band concert (what were you
doing at a Zeppelin concert anyway, the truth
comes out-ed.), other things dept going wrong,
but he just laughed in the face of dilemma
(yes, this cliche is in here as a Joke, don't
worry) and kept plugging away. He did most of
his popular stuff like "Reconrez Cherre" and
the new one "Hit and Miss Judy" and so on for
about 4O minutes and left us all with a smirk
and a wave and no encore. All in all, it was
entertaining but nothing to write home about.

HILLADDIV

PUAT.TS I'"AGF- “etal 3ox

This is an exciting package and a good example of the
type of music that interests me nowadays. TNespite how
.#z00od this is, though, I'm afraid that many people might
be scared off by the almost ®"2C.00 price tag. This
relatively high price can be rationalized by the fact
that the metal box {which alone must have been expen-
sive to vroduce) contains 3 12" 45's which have approx-
imately sixty minutes total of music on them. The main
thing, however, is the music which is more than worth
the price of admission. “uts of varying lengths of time
compose the music on the records. Tor those familiar
with PII, no explanation should be necessary of the kind
of music.that i1s there. "or those others you can expect
a group of songs that feature a dominating bass attack
and trebly guitar playing with neurotic singiﬁg courtesy
of the vacalist Johrn Tydon. The sound the band creates
is generally slow-paced, and this causes you to notice
all the action and interaction that goes cn in the band.
“hatever PIL does they try to do in their own way and on
their own. That's why they produced these records them-
selves and devised this unusual packaging. Unlike
others who release colored vinyl (which is lower quality)
as a gimmick to sell their records, PIl.'s concern was
that 12" 45's provide the best quality for sound record-
ing. PIL are willing to take chances with their music
and their packaging. I only hope that plenty of people
are willing to take chances with their record purchases.
If they do in this case they should find their money well
sDent.y %hiﬂﬂu Y Y

BUTAHVAY- Tive at Free Advice (live tape!

To fill in all you readers out there who haven't
heard of this band and who very astutely didn't skip
over thie small tidbit of news just because you didn't
know who the band was, 3utchwax is a punz band from “.7.
lead by ~on Bonebrain who is the journalistic mogul be-
hind the production of " odern ‘orld vagazine. So if
you're interested in the band after reading this account
just write to him at #odern “orld's address listed
elsewhere in the pages of F/S 5. Ron is the singer of
this band that plays punk the way it should be played-
loud, hard, fast, and aggressive. His vocals are both
high pitched screaming flashes and low toned sutteral
snarls depending con vhat cong they are doing, and he
ic backed by a semi-tisht band that is competent enough
to hit "Something Flse" by Fddie Tochran or smear through
their originals that are as good as anyone's. 7 don't
know what tke titles of the originals are because the
#iodern ‘orld magnate didn't think to write down the songs
for this tape. The best one is something called ""e're
on Prime Time" that's incredible- power chords blaze
fire as the words reach some semblance of melody for that
all important vocal hook that keeps the chorus dancing
in your head. Their songs are definitely not for the
weak-hearted ''new wave' fans and punks need only write
to Ponald for a copy of this tape. Butchwax is opening
for M.0.'s own, the Normals, when tney stop off in o b
on their way home from KV where they starved. I ho pe
" can talk the Butchwax into coming down here for a
weekend, but knowing the Bonebrain don't hold your
breath because he takes forever just to make tapes for
you so who knows how long it will take him to make up his
mind to come down here.

THE RATTLERS- "On the Beach"

You can probably tell by the title if youare at least
marginally intelligent that this is a surf/beach tune,
but you probably can't tell that this is Joey Ramone's

brother's band and that Joey himself -does the lead vocals on
the song. The cover looks something like the cartoon cover

6f Road to Ruin except that the Ramones aren't on it, and the
record is a little more mainstream rock than I usually like.
"0n the Beach" is real good though if your like surf songs and
give this record at least one listen. If not for me, do it for
Joey because he was pushing this record bach stage when they
were in town last time. L

SQUIR¥- '"Valking Down ¥ing's Road" R

As mod replaces punk in the hearts of the British peasantland
it looks like this band may be one of the most important ones
along with Secret Affalr whose album was a killer. This song
was also included on the Mod's Mayaay compilation ‘that was
released just a while back, but I like the studio version on this
single better. The flip is a tune called "Mod Mod World" and it
kicks out with the same old emotional flare that the A-side
tortures your ears with so don't be wary when pondering the

THE GERMS- G.I. e

this album is great and.it is
definitive American punk album and if you
don't have it~ you ain't no punk!' Darby
Crash's vocals are (pbelieve it or not) at
their best, and with the aid of the lyric )
sheet included within the album, you can I}g—
ure out what the guy's saying. Great verilons
of Ritchie Dagger and Shutdown (a Germs c_iss—
ic). The only letdown is Lexicon Devil- i

In short,

purchase of this single-both sides are fast paced moddedout
was much better on the single. Thib ilzum is e = BUE B [ el
Tosaled g iﬂVestmenaiforg;%%EOdy o release of Juadrophenia (the line forms behind me I must add).
means you) to make. L 1P



THE DICYI®S-'tanny, Moe, and Jack"

The Dickies are one of the best fuckin bands to come out
of America and the best fuckin group to come out of
California in the last ten years!_ "%, and J" is about
three grease monkeys who the Dickies know personally and who
will fix your car if it's not really feeling fine. They
wonft fﬁg} you over as far as prices and good work goes and
they'll even sell you fuzzy dice and leather hand grips for
your sFeering wheel, pIlus a good selection of tirez. This
song, Jjust as any Dickies song, makes you want to drive fast
as LP and Mary © found out after the last Legionnaires
Disease_glg. Remember when you were a kid,(;nd youwguld
take a_dandelion and pull the petals offohevbv one saying
"she loves me, she loves me not"? ™“ell I do, even if it is'
a little hard for me to remember that far back. but the B-
side is called just that. The extent of thelyrics is "She
loves me, she loves me not'"'repeated over and over with an
occasional "well T said that she loves me, etc.” Only the
Dickies could write a song like this and pullit off good.
“hile you're at the record store buyings the single, zet the
album Dawn of theDickies-it's better than sex!!! FI$M

THE NY BLONDES- "Little GTO"

This record comes with a label on the outer sleeve that
says Blondie rarity and that's dueto the fact that none
other than the white- topped new wave sex symbol for middle
aged burned out rock critics lends her vocal talents to the
vinyl offering by Rodney Bingenheim;r(thqt name's a
mouthful, isn't ;;?). I'm sure everyone has heard this song
becauseit's the 60's classic performed by godknows
how many people, but Blondie adds her special touches to
make it one of the more original renditions and a
collector's item for a cer.tain type of person wno has to
have every thing that she does. Don't bgther to listen
to the other side because she isn't on that song and it's
garbage besides so keep it on the A-side. LR -

~ THATIRS- "So 'iany Yays'

This is a strange record. After being the
backup band for “ayne (or should 7 say Jayne)
Jounty, the chairs have gone in a different
direction from what they used to do. Fvident-
1y they are '"trying to restructure the normal
view of music'" as one Tinal Folution critic
recently said. They are now more inline with
“ire or Nang of Tour than with the basic rock
n roll they played with "r.,Miss,’’s, ¥rs
“ountye.

So many "ays does get your attention from thep
begzinning. mainly from some jerk. blowing a pol-
ice whistle in your fuckin ear coupled with
come rather erratic guitar playing and a bass
line reminiscent of a disco beat only speeded
up. The drummer has a 1ot of trouble Aecidingl|
vhat beat he's zoing to stay with, and the vo-|
cals, if they are male sound as if their balls \.
have been cut off.

The flip side "J'attends les larines" is not
quite as spastic as the first but it is still
weird considering that it's sung in “rench. I
have no fuckin idea what it's about although
the song itself is more solid and the vocals a
lot lower. 1I'd still like to xnow what this
song is about and I wonder what Yayne thinks
of these guys now? Flt

MOTORHTAD- "Somber!

I didn't expect this single to be as good as
it is, as 1 definitely got my money's worth.
sotorhead are three grungy looking hippies
(one of hich used to be in Fawkwind) who
have decided not to play like other boring
hippie bands such as AT/D0, ftarz, or the
fnodz. The difference being the exceptional
force of the music and the searing short leads.
The aforementioned groups have seen fit to slow
their music down and indulge in long boring
leads that hippies love to hear. The B-side
"yer the Top" is, according to the sleeve,
previously unreleased. "This song is again much
better than what usual heavy .metal fuckwads put
out. Motorhead really play with a vengeance,
buy it and you'll see!

wAST CARS- "The ¥ids Just ™“anna Dance'

- This has got to be the best punk anthem since
"Rockaway Reach'!  Power chords with short
blistering leads, frantic bass lines, dynamo
drums, and great vocals. These Fnglish kids
(they do look real young) know what they're
doing and have made one of the best QAL g R ¥
records of the year. "You're so Tunny" is
another explosive piece of rock. This record
really makes me feel good and is great to play
when some 38%*¢&¥# tells you punk is dying.

e down with a passicn
el

like punk rock should hunt this singl :
I the 1 et ettt FIOH

and those who don't like it are :e"

SIDNEY FX PISTOL- Sidney Sings Iive Album
T1'11 be the first to admit that the Sex Pistols

of the most important bands of the decade because they got_
the whole thing rolling back in 1§77, bdut when a band breaks
up why can't people let dead dogs just molt away? The
reason ie that Virgin records can make a fortune by selling
any record with Sex Pistol on it or a former SeX Pistol
ﬁlaying on it to a whole host of suckers out there. A

good example was the last album which was a collection of
interviews, but at least you can rationalize someone spendinz
money for that because it was something different. This al-
bum has no value to anyone of any sense and'whgrwants to hear
Sid Vicious sing his favorite tunes like "Now 1 Waqna be yqur
DOE"s wporn to Lose', or whatever else he d?es on this album?
I don't. Even though he is backed up by Mick Jones, Jerry
NUEEL Gl BUELAF Fane AL 18 5 wasts BF wingl  fut SOULE hars
been used to bring out a new band that might PToOve to be
worth something instead of just extending the life of a
waste of human flesh 1ike Sid Vicious who was stupid enough
to die of a drue overdose. iBut I guess a lot of you

will buy this record and feather Virgin's 1little checkbook
just like you bought the 19 PIL metal case album and just
like you'll buy the new line of Sex Pistol paraphanalia like
the picture book of death of a rock star, the Sex Pistol
radios, and Sex Pistpl, tnilet papér complete with safety

pins and razor blades. At least we could have had fond

Al

were one

memories if they had died wi
th dignj
ty,

but now,,, LP

et e a
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IQB really lmoSw exactly what I want to
say until I sit down at the typewriter and
just start typing so here goes. Upon re- :]_
flection on the Yormals return home bigtimé
gala event I have mixed emotions. I was as
big a fan as there ever was when these guys
started out in that seedy practice studio on
Jefferson highway and played those first
gigs at that den of inequity called Thanges.
They were great, no question about it. But
the important word is were. How do you want
to define great anyway- would you say it is
record sales because if you did then T.ed Zep
and "leetwood Muck are the greatest. '“ould
it be fan insanity at gigs because if it was
then the MNormals would have to rank with the
greatest as I've seen members of the crowd
actually crushed on the stage as hundreds of
flailing bodies jumped in rhythm to some of
the old favorites. '"ould itbe personalities
because if it were then they could still fit
in the great column with the weird mesh of
egos that band had-David is a lunatic hyper-
active maniac, Stevie doesn't care, Tharlie
would do anything if there was enough dough
in it, and Chris never knew what punk was
til Navid dragged him to his garage and did
"God Save the jueen'. But they all worked
together as the most energetic. unit this old
city has ever produced, or almost any other
city for that matter. So I've reached the
conclusion that we'll call greatness the
energetic quality of the band and the Normals
most certainly were greate...

Now all this rambling brings us to the big
return home gig and the Normals back from NY

back to the show for a minute- I think most
people liked it while it was going on but
after it's over you feel kinda bad because
you know that it's the end of something that
wvas great and will never be great again.
They'll be NY from now on and you may as wel
realise it. Maybe I'd do the same thing if
I were in their place with a chance to make
some big bucks, but I certainly hope that I
wouldn't. But just keep that in mind when
you go to see them when they come back again
and don't go ‘there hoping to see your old
Normals who thrilled the throngs with the
sound called rock from the suburbs- go there
knowing you'll see a class band that is much
better than any of those boring bands that
come from NY who still play some of the old
songs for the crowd's pleasure. They're much¥
better than garbage like the ‘Police or Ultra-
vox, but T still like the old band and prefer
rock from the suburbs to rock from the sub-
AYSeea h wel

with a new drummer since Chris departed.

A lot of people wondered why they didn't get
someone in NY to play drums instead of Mike
Bun from here in ¥.C. I wonder that myself
and maybe he wonders about that too. - Now to
be fair and objective what could you expect
upon paying your %5 at the door- did you
really expect them to be the same band after
being around NY for a few months and without
“hris on drums? Of course not. The 5 or so
new songs are all slower and are a definite
proof of the MY influence and David told me
after the show .that they were trying to write
songs that will be popular in a lot of cities
and ngt just here in N.0. Yow what does that
mean? I don't know, but it sounds like the
old sellout to me. "“hen they first take the
stage what's the first thing you see? Tor a
lot of people it was just the emotional ten-
sion release of seeing their band again after
such a long vacation to nowhere. The first
thing I see is that Charlie has finally taken
over the center stage spot from bird and I
really thought he would have done it earlier
than this. Then after all the trite intro-

ductions they start into their first song.

I have to admit it was good to hear them for
one more time, but they are merely a shadow
of the band they were before as they lacked
energy and the punch that made them so popu<
lar here. Ch they tried to put on a show,
but it just isn't the same band and it is a
shame that they don't realise it. I think
the problem is that when they were here in
town they played 4 to 5 nights a week and got
a lot of work, but up in NY they play only
once or twice a week and don't even headline
yet so they have lost a little edge of the
overall sound. But the big disappointment is
the new material which is garbage except for
one song that I liked a little. And you can
enev tell that their attitudes are different.
The crowd on the side of the stage almost got
themselves killed trying to pogo and get next
to David by the security guards who put up a

did the vebbik die or
Somethin’ ?; ! ?;

barricade in front of them. -There were timesx
that they would crawl under his legs in mid
song at Jed's, but those days are gone -you
kiddies as this is a bigtime band now. But




